NGO Committee on Youth…

Striving to bring the voices of Youth to the United Nations.

The NGO Committee on Youth is made up of representatives of youth-run non-governmental organizations (NGOS), youth representatives of other NGOs, and others with an interest in promoting youth involvement at the United Nations (UN). It aims to increase youth awareness and participation at the UN.

According to our bylaws, the NGO Committee on Youth has the following mandate:

1) Strengthen the position of youth and youth NGOs;

2) Provide a forum for the exchange of information and for substantive discussion on issues and policies related to youth under UN consideration;

3) To facilitate cooperation among its member organizations in areas related to youth issues at the United Nations;

4) Facilitate substantive dialogue and discussion between member organizations and the Youth Focal Point of the UN Secretariat;

5) Promote the dissemination of information among NGOs and among the general public on issues relating to youth.  This includes United Nations documents relating to youth.
The NGO Committee on Youth is a member of the Conference of Non Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO).  

For more information on Youth involvement at the United Nations, check out the following websites:

UN Programme on Youth

http://www.un.org/youth

UNICEF’s Voices of Youth

http://www.unicef.org/voy/voy.html

UN Environment Programme
http://www.unep.org/children_youth/tunza/
United Nations Cyber School Bus http://www.cyberschoolbus.un.org/

TakingITGlobal International Voice
http://www.takingITglobal/voice
For more information on the NGO Committee on Youth, contact:

Emily Freeburg, Chair

NGO Committee on Youth

Lutheran Office for World Community

emilyf@youthlink.org 
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Striving to bring the voices of Youth to the United Nations

http://projects.takingitglobal.org/ngoyouthcom

The primary goal of the NGO Committee on Youth is to increase youth participation in the United Nations.  We do this by hosting panels, events, and discussions that engage youth in issues being considered at the United Nations.
Our past projects include:

· An online discussion on HIV/AIDS, youth and gender;

· A panel discussion on the HIV/AIDS, youth and gender during the Commission on the Status of Women

· A statement on youth and water for the Commission on Sustainable Development

· Assisting the set up of Youth Advisory Council for CONGO.
In the next year, we hope to have more projects that will utilize our international members and encourage interaction between local groups and the United Nations.  For example, there will be a particular focus on youth and the Millennium Development Goals at the annual NGO/DPI conference at the UN in September.  For future activities, we also will try to utilize the World Youth Report to determine the committee’s priorities.  

What is a “youth”?  

At the UN a youth is often age 15-24, but more broadly age 12-30.  The UN refers to children as anyone under 18. Some countries consider youth to age 35.

Why should youth be at the UN?  

Young people will live the consequences of global climate change, unsustainable environment policy, country debt-- but more importantly young people are creative, passionate, have lots of energy and new ideas to work for social change.

Young people have the time to learn about the world and its complexities in school and the fresh perspective to ask questions. Young people also have the time to travel, and to work with one another in groups for social action where they are leaders. 

Background on Youth at the UN:

There is a growing movement to have youth involved at the United Nations that began in 1990 with the Declaration of a World Fit for Children.  Since then, youth organizations have had youth representatives at the United Nations as well as world youth conferences.  However, youth organizations have been at the UN since the first year it was established in 1948.  

A youth delegate is welcome on all UN member states delegations to the General Assembly, but only eight countries had a youth delegate in 2003: Australia, Sweden, Finland, Suriname, Norway, Switzerland, Netherlands and Denmark.  

Besides limited youth participation at the UN General Assembly, there are “Youth Caucuses” at UN Commissions throughout the year.  Typically, youth come in from around the world representing all kinds of organizations and work together as a youth lobby group.  Often, these new faces at the UN receive special attention at the conferences and are able to arrange for meetings directly with high officials.
NGOs on the Committee include:

Elizabeth Seton Federation 

Global Youth Action Network

Franciscans International

Lutheran Office for World Community

Peaceways-Young General Assembly

SustainUS

Synthesis

Pax Romana-IMCS

World Peace Prayer Society

World Youth Alliance

Add your NGO to this list today!

Dues are just $25 a year.

